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Message 



Confirmation copy will not follow. 
INFORMAL COMMUNICATION 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/053,621 
Inventor: O'Brien et al. 
Filed: January 24, 2003 
For: WRITING INSTRUMENT 



Dear Examiner Le: 



Attached is a list of proposed claim language for discussion during our interview 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 4, 2003. 

Please note that this is an informal communication and is not meant to be 
included in the file for this application, 



Sincerely, 

David D. Lee (Reg. No. 51,929) 
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please immediately notify us oy telephone and return tho original messago to US. 
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Informal Communication 

Not for Entry Into File 



Proposed Amendments to Claims for 10/053,621 

1 , A writing instrument comprising: 

a barrel having a channel, an open end, and a side surface; 
an actuator te oatod for dis posed entirely on said side surface of said barrel; and 
a writing element disposed in said channel and movable along a longitudinal axis 
between a retracted position and an extended position; 
wherein: 

said writing element is operatively connected to said actuator, fAid4ctuatbr.being^ 

p gafele of movi n p «aid writinrelem^ 

XvJpSw/ atleast a portion of said writing element is resilient; 

sajd writing element is substa ntially straight in the retracted position; 

said writing element is deflected in a direction substantially transverse to the 
longitudinal axis upon being moved into said extended position; and 

the resiliency of said writing element biases said writing element to engage said 
channel and to retain said writing element in said extended position. 



1 1 , A writing instrument comprising: 

a barrel having an open end, a closed end, and a channel extending between said 

open end and said closed end; and 

a writing element having a writing end, said writing element being disposed in 
said channel and movable along a longitudinal axis between a retracted position with said writing 
end within said channel and an extended position with said writing end extending through and 
outside said open end; 

wherein: 

said writin g element is substantially straight in the retracted position; 
said writing element resiliency engages said channel to retain said writing element in said 

extended position; and 

movement of said writing element in a direction substantially transverse to the 
longitudinal axis disengages said writing element from said channel to return said writing 
element to said retracted position. 



Attorney Docket No. 618-1047-999 



NY2:14B4684.1 



PAGE 212 ' RCVD AT 1 2/3/2003 1:09:00 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U$PT0-EFXRF-2/1 * DNIS:7465862 * CSID:212 869 9741 * DURATION (mm«ss):0040bE . 02 



